
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Public Works in the Public Interest 
Home Page:  www.mcapwa.org 

Present:  Mike Claus, Bob Burns, Dave Cote, Rob Pontau, Steve Johnson, Chip Swan, 
Craig Worth, Megan Bates ,Peter Owen, Dennis Cox, Robert Seelye, Steve Walker Pete 
Coughlan (Maine Local Roads Center), Eric Labelle 
Directors absent:  Steve Bradstreet, Mike Bobinsky, Stewart Sevey, Shawn Bennett. 
 

1. Call to Order: Mike Claus called meeting to order at 9:06 A.M. at the MDOT 
Region 2 Offices in Augusta. 

 
2.  Approval of January 6, 2011 Meeting Minutes:  It was noted that Peter Owen 

did a great job with the minutes.  Dennis Cox made a motion to approve the 
minutes.  Steve Walker seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 
3. Reports: 

a. Treasurer’s Report:  Dave Cote stated the current checking balance is 
$3,769 and the Savings is $8,133.  David noted there is a service charge of 
$6.50 if the checking balance falls below $3,000 so he made a transfer 
from savings.  The audit committee (Craig, Megan, Peter) will stay late at 
the March meeting to complete their review.  Peter Owen made a motion 
to accept the report, seconded by Bob Burns.  Motion Passed 
Unanimously. 

 
b. Delegate Report: Eric Labelle noted that APWA National is looking for 

liaisons (in addition to delegates) and volunteers to fill many committee 
openings.  Troy Moon (Portland) is interested in serving as a liaison to the 
stability committee.  Ralph Norwood (Gorill-Palmer) has volunteered to 
serve on the transportation committee.  APWA is also looking for 
nominations for their many awards, including P.A.C.E. and President’s 
Awards.  There was discussion amongst the group about tieing in the 
national awards with our local chapter awards.  Mike Claus inquired as to 
whether we should nominate Bruce Van Note (MDOT) for his work with 
the Highway Simplification Study.  Eric mentioned the Delegates meeting 
is in May in Quebec.  Mike Bobinsky is phasing himself out as the 
alternate delegate, so if anyone is interested in being the new alternate 
delegate, attending the meeting would be a great opportunity. 

 
c. Membership Report:  Steve Johnson stated that membership for 2010 

was down 3%.  Many “Group” members are not filling all of their slots 
(H.P. Fairfield holds 10 slots, but on 7 are currently filled).  Bob Burns 
made a motion to accept the membership report.  Seconded by Dennis 
Cox.  Motion Passed Unanimously 

 
d. Maine Local Roads:   Pete Coughlan thanked the group for the many 

kind words regarding Nancy Tyler’s untimely death.  Bob and Pete are the 
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only staffers left at the Maine Local Roads center.  Filling the gap will be 
especially difficult.  In addition Pete provided the following updates: 

 
 The simplification report has been finalized and sent to the 

transportation committee.  A public Hearing will be held soon, so 
be sure to attend and voice your opinions. 

 Dave Bernhardt has been appointed the MDOT Commissioner.  
The status of Bruce Van Note is unknown at this time. 

 Peggy Duvall is acting Director of Planning at MDOT. 
 “An Act to Regulate the Use of Magnesium Chloride” is going in 

front of the Transportation Committee.  It is a concept draft at this 
time.  He’s not sure where this will go.  It is similar to the bill 
proposed a few years back which resulted in the University of 
Maine study about salt. 

 MDOT is looking to enhance how posted road information is 
relayed.  Pete quizzed members of the group as to how they post 
roads and what notices they provide. 
 

There was discussion regarding LD1725 (the culvert law).  The MDEP 
report is not complete.  When it is it will be sent to stakeholders.  There is 
a bill to repeal the bill that passed last year, the group believed it was part 
of the Governor’s LD1 package. 
 
There was more discussion with regards to Nancy Tyler and what can be 
done in her memory.  See item 12.  Dave Cote will work on a memorial 
page to be added to the MCAPWA web page. 

 
4. Spring Meeting Update:  Dave Cote noted “The Humble Farmer” will be the 

guest speaker.  The fee is $1,000 ($1,500 budgeted).  The hall is reserved and the 
meal is set.  The board discussed speakers and the schedule.  Dave will be 
finalizing the schedule (please do not forward ideas) soon, on his own.  Pete 
Coughlan will check with Dave Bernhardt to make sure he will speak, as promised 
by the Governor’s office. 
 

5. Highway Congress Update:  Bob Burns noted “it’s doin’ alright.”  Fees for 2011 
went up $50.  Meghan is working on the bag order.  Burns will check with Greg 
Dore to make sure everything is all set with the fairgrounds.  Look for volunteer 
assignments at the next meeting. 
 

6. Roadeo Committee:  Steve Walker confirmed notices will be sent out at the end 
of February.  The Roadeo is scheduled for May 26, 2011 at the MDOT in office in 
Fairfield.  Contact swalk18@yahoo.com FMI. 
 

7. APWA International Committee with NEAPWA:  Mike Claus noted there is a 
meeting scheduled for February 8, 2011 in at NEAPWA in Massachusetts.  Mike 
will plan to attend.  Peter Owen and Eric Labelle plan to conference call in.  They 
will listen and learn.  The New England Chapter seems very excited. 
 

8. Supervisor Training plan:  Mike Clause and Steve Bradstreet have not got 
together to begin planning.  They will meet sometime in the next couple of weeks.  
Further discussion of a meeting time continued with no agreement reached.  Bob 
Burns confirmed the Gorham Center is available.  The center should work out well 



 
because MCAPWA will not have to rent a venue. 

 
9. Scholarship Committee Appointment:  Mike Claus appointed Dennis Cox to 

manage the MCAPWA funded scholarships.  Dennis graciously accepted.  Dennis 
will contact Gerry James to get contact info.  Currently there is a $1,000 
scholarship at the University of Main and a $500 scholarship that rotates between 
the Maine community colleges (MCC).  The MCC scholarship was renamed in 
2010 the “Brian C. James” scholarship fund. 
 

10. Public Works Leader of the Year Update:  Steve Bradstreet, Mike Claus, Mike 
Bobinsky and Eric Labelle make up the nominating committee.  Mike Claus sent 
out a nomination solicitation email.  There have been zero nomination at this 
point.  The nomination deadline is March 1, 2011.  Nominations from 2010 will be 
considered. 
 

11. Excellence Awards Update:  Craig will buckle down on this next week.  The 
deadline for submissions is April 16, 2011. 
 

12. Other Business:  Rob mentioned that there was some discussion previously in the 
meeting with regards to a memorial in honor of Nancy Tyler, yet no formal 
decisions were made.  Pete Coughlan mentioned a moment of silence at the 
Highway Congress would be good.  The group discussed other options.  Steve 
Johnson volunteered to draft a write up for an award (for example: “The Nancy 
Tyler Volunteer Recognition Award”) and present it at the next meeting. 
 
Mike Claus will be absent at the March 3, 2011 meeting.  Hang on everyone, 
Burns will be running the show. 

 
Motion to Adjourn by Dennis Cox, seconded by Eric Labelle.  Meeting adjourned 
10:42 AM. 

 
 
 

 


